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EDDIE TEO AND CHAN HAMPE GALLERIES

Eleven up-uml-cmning local contemporary artists were tasked to create pieces

inspired by Singapore’s National Collection. The result: an assemblage of

national treasures made anew by fresh perspectives, but which harkens back to

the past

he lines between past and present, old and

new, converges in ‘Fresh Takes', a group show

featuring 11 of Singapore’s youngest and
brightest contemporary artists. Proudly put together
by Chan Hampe Galleries, Aiman Hakim, Alvin Ong,
Esmond Loh, Eugene Soh, Jahan Loh, Jing Hu, Koh
Liang Jiang, Ryl Zaini, Sheryo, Yanyun Chen, and Yeo
Jian Long, have been challenged 1o engage our little red
dot’s history. Each artist had the opportunity to select
an artwork curated in Singapore’s National Collection,
and respond to it in his or her own visual language. In
their responses, the old was made new without loss of

spirit, creating entirely fresh works that not only paid

homage to the past and to the original work, but also
spoke invariably of their own time and space.

Benjamin  Hampe, Director of Chan  Hampe
Galleries, shares, "By interacting with the collection in
this way, we hope the artists will be inspired to discover
alternate narratives to explore within their own practice,
and viewers will consider new wavs of looking at these
national treasures.” Artist Alvin Ong, 27, concurs,
adding that this show was an opportunity for them to
engage with the art of their past, and recall what other
artists have articulated in the process of nation building,
and at the same time, find their own voice against these

bodies of work.
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Painting with Mending Nets by Jing X. Hu
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